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Notice Issued to Corn Canners on Packing of Field Corn 


The Food, Drug and Insecticide Administration of the U. 
S. Department of Agriculture has issued the following notice to 
corn canners: 


“The Administration has acquired information indicating 


that corn canners in some instances are resorting to the packing 
of field corn. While there is no objection from the standpoint 
of the Federal Food and Drugs Act to the canning of sound, 
wholesome field corn, it is obvious that the practice necessitates 
a form of labeling which plainly designates the canned article as 
‘field corn’ and which is otherwise free from misleading features 
tending to confuse the identity of this product with that of the 
usual canned sweet corn of commerce. 


“The interstate or export shipment of canned field corn un- 


der false or misleading labeling is in violation of the Food and 
Drugs Act.” 


New Tariff Commission Named 

Five members of the new Tariff Commission have been 
named by the President and took the oath of office on Septem- 
ber 17. One Democratic member is yet to be appointed. The 
Commission as now constituted includes: Henry P. Fletcher 
(Rep.), of Pennsylvania, Chairman; Thomas W. Page (Dem.), 
of Virginia; John Lee Coulter (Rep. », of North Dakota; Alfred 
P. Dennis (Dem.), of Maryland; Edgar B. Brossard (Rep.), of 
Utah. Mr. Dennis and Mr. Brossard are the two members of 
the old Commission who were reappointed. 
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Quotations for Italian Canned Tomatoes and Tomato Paste 

According to information radioed to the Department of Com- 
merce on September 15 by the American commercial attache at 
Rome, growers are receiving the following prices for tomatoes 
for canning in the Naples district: Firsts, $16.70 to $19.08 per 
short ton; Seconds, $11.93 to $14.30; Commons, $9.54. Quota- 
tions C. I. F. New York, for canned peeled tomatoes per case of 
24 tins of two pounds four ounces each are $2.21 to $2.37, and 
for 48 half tins, $2.74 to $2.89. Tomato paste per case of 200 
tins of 64 ounces each is quoted at $7.47 to $8.21. 


Heavy Increase in Fall Tomato Acreage 

The acreage of tomatoes for truck crop shipment intended to 
be planted in the fall states (Florida and Texas) is estimated at 
5,700 acres, or about 46 per cent above the 1929 fall acreage. 
Florida plans to have an acreage almost four times as large as 
the acreage remaining for harvest from high water damage in 
1929. Texas intentions indicate an acreage 18 per cent greater 
than last fall’s acreage and more than four times as large as the 
average fall acreage for the previous five years. 


Fall Acreage of Cabbage and Spinach 

The estimated acreage of spinach planted in the fall group 
of states (Arizona, Virginia) and intended to be planted in the 
early group (California, Louisiana, North and South Carolina 
and Texas) is 8 per cent above the 1929-30 acreage, and 20 per 
cent above the average acreage in the previous five years, ac- 
cording to the Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates. 

The acreage of cabbage in the fall group of states (South 
Carolina and Virginia) is estimated at 44 per cent greater than 
last fall’s acreage, and more than three times as large as the 
average fall crop acreage for the previous five years. Although 
the acreage in the Norfolk district of Virginia is about the same 
as last year, an increase of 73 per cent is indicated in South 
Carolina. 


Weather Conditions 
Rainfall during the week ended September 16 was moderate 
to generous or heavy over large sections between the Appa- 
lachian and Rocky Mountains and the drought is now substan- 
tially relieved or effectively broken in much the greater part of 
this area, especially in the states that were previously most 
droughty, according to the U. S. Weather Bureau. 


| 
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Some rather extensive areas, however, are still largely un- 
relieved. These include principally most of Iowa, localities in 
northern Illinois, parts of Wisconsin, much of Michigan, and 
considerable sections of Ohio, where recent rains continued of 
a very local character and insufficient to relieve the droughty 
conditions. In nearly all other sections west of the Appalachian 
Mountains the situation is generally relieved, with the soil now 
in fairly satisfactory or good condition for reviving late crops 
and pastures and for the preparation for seeding winter grains. 


Farm Prices 


Following the very sharp break in the level of farm prices 
from June 15 to July 15, there was a further decline of 3 per 
cent to 108 on August 15, compared with 111 on July 15, 123 on 
June 15, and 143 a year ago. The August index was 2 per cent 
below the lowest level reached in 1921. While the drop between 
June 15 and July 15 was general for practically all farm prod- 
ucts included in the index, there were some advances between 
July 15 and August 15, but not sufficient to offset the downward 
trend in other commodities. From August 15 to September 10, 
price advances at primary markets have outweighed declines, 
although cotton and wheat failed to maintain their gains into 
the first part of September. The gains have been most notice- 
able in hogs, cattle, potatoes, and butter. 


Truck Crop Shipments 

Grape shipments rapidly increased during the week ended 
September 13 and totaled 4,040 cars, according to the U. 8. 
Market News Service. Much heavier movement also was indi- 
cated for potatoes, sweet potatoes, apples, onions and cabbage. 
Most other products showed only moderate increases, while 
peaches and cantaloupes dropped rather sharply. 

Peach shipments dropped very suddenly to 1,995 cars and 
were only about half as heavy as a year ago. California shipped 
only 830, while New York increased greatly to 890 cars. Move- 
ment from other states was very light. 

Cabbage declined very noticeably as the carlot movement 
increased to 315 from New York State, 200 from Wisconsin and 
65 from Colorado. Weather was too warm for a proper de- 
mand for cabbage. 

Cantaloupe shipments dropped to 425 cars, Colorado origi- 
nating only 360 cars. 

Apple shipments increased greatly to 2,045 cars, of which 
the West furnished 865 and the East 1,180. Washington was 
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credited with 580, New York with 335, Illinois with 310 and the 
Virginias with 220 cars last week. 


Total shipments of 32 fruits and vegetables increased to 
25,735 cars for the seven-day period. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


Aug. 31 - Totalthis ‘Total last 
Sept. 6 
1930 


Retail Food Prices in August 

Retail food prices in the United States as reported to the 
U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics showed a decrease of slightly 
less than five-tenths of 1 per cent on August 15, 1930, when com- 
pared with July 15, 1930, and a decrease of a little more than 
10 per cent since August 15, 1929. During the month from July 
15 to August 15 of the current year, the price of pork and beans 
and canned peas decreased an average of 1 per cent; canned red 
salmon increased 2 per cent, while evaporated milk, canned corn 
and canned tomatoes showed no change. 


Business Conditions 
Business activity during the week ended September 13, 
1930, as measured by bank debits, outside New York City, 
registered an increase of 6 per cent over the preceding period 
but declined from the corresponding week in 1929. 


Wholesale prices in general showed slight change from the 
level of a week ago, but fell off 13 per cent from the prices that 
ruled at the end of the period of September 13, 1929. 


Bank loans and discounts of Federal reserve member banks 
while recording only a fractional change from a week ago de- 
clined from the week ended September 14, 1929. 

Interest rates for both call and time money were higher 
during the week of September 13, than during the preceding 
week. Both rates were lower than in 1929. 


Total 
1930 season 
Apples, total .......... 2,047 1,821 2,643 0,752 10,770 102,833 
Eastern states ..... 1,182 ma 2,069 5,781 6.994 51,455 
Western states .... 865 577 4,021 2,436 51,878 
Cauliflower 208 256 133 876 6x2 9,540 
676 40 778 19,166 25,074 
89 a8 86 9,883 0,557 12,141 
ee 05 181 126 6,867 7,104 7,409 
Green peas: 
Domestic .........++. $1 101 a3 6,210 4,006 5,107 
6 i 0 20 
Mixed deciduous fruit .. 361 479 445 4,808 4,255 5,102 
Mixed vegetables ...... 515 552 609 23,817 25,700 82,490 
1,077 4.546 8,857 36,335 $2,525 85.451 
1,083 2,265 1,766 17,108 12,898 21,146 
27 19 60 2.224 2,550 5,392 
Plums and prunes ..... 818 526 520 7,006 4,017 6,046 
String beans ........... 22 a0 8,007 7.538 8,641 
Tomatoes 838 808 25,488 25,040 $2,202 
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Bank loans and discounts, cotton receipts at principal cen- 
ters and the prices of leading bonds and stocks recorded in- 
creases when compared with the week ended September 15, 
1928, two years ago. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Merchandise 
Miscellaneous Lc L. 


Week ended September 6 . 339,402 211,276 
Preceding week $85,061 230,175 
Corresponding week, 1920 018, 411,410 254,624 
Corresponding week, 988,661 230,910 


Employment in August 
Returns made to the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics by 
89,828 establishments in 13 major industrial groups, having in 
August 4,721,968 employees whose combined earnings in one 
week were $117,979,212, show a decrease of 1.4 per cent in em- 
ployment from July to August, and a decrease of 2.6 per cent in 
employees’ earnings. Excluding manufacturing, the remaining 
12 industrial groups show a gain in employment of 0.2 per cent, 
with a decrease of 1 per cent in pay-roll totals. Manufacturing 
industries alone showed a decrease of 2.1 per cent in employ- 
ment and a decrease of 2.6 per cent in pay-roll totals. 
Increased employment in August was shown in 4 of the 13 
industrial groups, and among these canning and preserving 
showed a seasonal increase of 47 per cent. 
) 


Poultry Used In Canning 


The quantity of poultry canned or used for canning by 29 
firms reporting in August was 2,447,295 pounds, as compared 
with 1,983,640 pounds reported by 32 firms in July. The U. S. 
Market News Service reports the quantity as follows, the figures 
for drawn poultry having been converted to an undrawn basis, 
assuming a 25 per cent shrinkage in drawing: 


duty 
‘ounds 
Dressed poultry canned or used in canning 950, 1,500,128 
Drawn poultry canned or used in canning . 384,512 


1,083,640 
a2 


British National Mark Scheme 
A wider program of publicity for produce bearing the Na- 
tional Mark is being considered by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
according to the office of the American consul at London. An 
extensive scheme has already been carried out by the Ministry 
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this year. In addition to poster displays throughout England 
and Wales, and street advertising in London, intensive cam- 
paigns have been carried out in a considerable number of towns 
and cities. 


The National Mark scheme was first introduced on August 
4, 1928, for the grading and marking of apples and pears. Its 
scope has since been extended to include canned fruit, canned 
peas and beans. General success has attended the operation of 
the scheme. 


Failure of 1930 Brisling Sardine Fisheries in Norway 

The opening of the present Norwegian fishing season for 
sardines, set by arrangement between canners and fishermen 
to begin on June 10 for brisling and on July first for musse, 
found Norwegian canneries with large surplus stocks of brisling 
and musse sardines on hand, estimated at 400,000 to 500,000 
cases of each kind, and the terms of the minimum price agree- 
ment still in effect, states the American consul at Stavanger, in 
a report to the Department of Commerce. 


Partly due to dissensions among the signatories to the price 
agreement, and in part to the suit brought in the United States 
against one of the principal concerns under the provisions of 
the anti-trust law, the price agreement was abrogated on July 
2, 1930. 


Before the commencement of the season, it was generally 
realized that price quotations would have to be substantially re- 
duced if results of the sardine fisheries should approximate any- 
thing like normal figures, and it was then considered that re- 
duced receipts of sardines in the 1930 season would probably 
work to the advantage of canners, in preventing wide declines 
in quotations. 

There was scarcely any expectation, however, that the fish- 
eries would be reduced to the extent that they have. Up to the 
date of the report (August 26) the season seemed to be dupli- 
cating the exceptionally poor returns of 1928, if not worse than 
that year. From the outset the fish were taken in extremely 
limited quantities, and most of them were unsuitable for can- 
ning purposes. 

The Norwegian production of brisling this year to date, in- 
clusive of the one-third proportion paid for as blanding (bland- 
ing is a mixture of one-third brisling and two-thirds musse) 
will be about 71,889 cases against 423,029 cases at the same 
date in 1929. Production of musse would be about 44,569 cases 
as compared with 112,509 cases one year ago. 
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As a result of the lack of sardines fit for canning purposes, 
the factories have been practically idle so far this season, ex- 
cept for a few engaged in putting up mackerel in tomato sauce, 
marinated mackerel, fish balls and other specialties that play a 
minor part in the canning industry. 


It is too early to form any idea of the eventual result of the 
musse (smaasild) fisheries as the heaviest catches are usually 
taken in October and following months. In the absence of bris- 
ling, however, it would be expected that large quantities of musse 
should be packed instead; the fact is that supplies of these sar- 
dines suitable for canning purposes up to the date of the report 
have also been deficient. Some brisling may be taken in Oc- 
tober and November as well, but the consensus of opinion among 
packers is that results by the end of August definitely establish 
success or failure of the brisling fishery. 


For all classes of canned fish products, total exports from 
Norway for the first seven months of 1930 were 16,966 short 
tons, as against 20,158 short tons for January-July, 1929. De- 
creased exports are noted to the United States and Canada and 
slightly increased shipments went to Great Britain and Germany. 


Import Duties on Canned Foods in Western Hemisphere 


A handbook, which sets forth the tariffs and import regu- 
lations on canned foods for all countries in North, Central and 
South America, and the West indies, has recently been issued 
by the Department of Commerce as one of a series of studies 
compiled jointly by the Division of Foreign Tariffs and the 
Foodstuffs Division of the Department. 

Import duties on canned foods in the countries covered by 
the handbook vary widely. They would probably not be regard- 
ed as excessive in Canada, Cuba (except on evaporated milk), 
British West Indies, French and Netherland West Indies, Do- 
minican Republic and Haiti, Ecuador, Peru (except on fruits), 
Bolivia, and Paraguay, and in Honduras, Nicaragua, and Pana- 
ma. On the other hand, the duties on canned foods run above 
one-half of the American export values in Brazil, Uruguay, Ar- 
gentina (except on milk and sardines) and Chile, in South Amer- 
ica; Costa Rica and Salvador (except on milk) in Central 
America. 

With the exception of Canada, and possibly Cuba, probably 
the greatest barrier to expansion of trade with these countries 
is the relatively low income of the great bulk of their popula- 
tions and the corresponding dietary habits, which has led canned 
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foods to be regarded in most of these markets as luxuries, the 
Department points out. The height of the import tariff is prob- 
ably second only to the basic question of purchasing power in 
determining the potential size of these markets for canned foods, 

The tendency to regard canned foods as largely luxury ar- 
ticles, and primarily for the use of the wealthy, a foreword to 
the handbook states, is doubtless a factor in the levying of high 
duties for revenue on various canned foods, even where there is 
no substantial domestic production to protect. However, the 
standards of living in many of these countries are gradually 
rising with their economic advancement, often involving an in- 
flux of highly paid employees whose standard of living allows 
of the use of American canned foods. In time, it is pointed out, 
canned foods may come to be regarded as less of a luxury and 
within the reach of a larger proportion of these peoples. 

In most markets of the Western Hemisphere American 
canned foods pay the same duties as those from any other source, 
the handbook shows. Only in a few of these countries are there 
any tariff preferences—either in favor of such goods from the 
United States, as in Cuba, or to their disadvantages, as in Can- 
ada and the British and French West Indies. 

Last year more than 17 million dollars worth of American 
canned foods was shipped to the various markets of the West- 
ern Hemisphere, which was 22 per cent of total United States 
exports of these products, according to official statistics. Four 
of the leading markets for canned foods are in this area, these 
being Canada, Cuba, Panama and Mexico. On a per capita 
basis, the markets of the Western Hemisphere are more im- 
portant than those of Europe. 


Bulletin on Cherry and Apple Insect Pests 

The College of Agriculture of the University of Wisconsin 
has issued a mimeographed report (Stencil Bulletin 96) on the 
subject of insect pests of the cherry and apple orchards of Door 
County. The three pests discussed in this bulletin are the cherry 
case bearer, cherry and apple aphids, and the leaf rollers of ap- 
ples. Recommendations are given as to methods of controling 
these pests. 


Publication on Pacific Herring 
A bulletin on the biology of the Pacific herring and the con- 
dition of the fishery in Alaska has been issued by the U. 8. Bu- 
reau of Fisheries as Fisheries Document No. 1080. 
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